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Attack On 


Wheat Board 
Is Failure 


OTTAWA (CPA).—A new or- 
ganization is being formed on the 
prairies to help the Winnipeg Grain 
Exchange. It is called the Farm- 
ers’ Protective Association. Its 
speakers condemn the’ Wheat 
Board, long-term contracts . with 
Britain and generally sing the 
same song as the Grain Exchange. 

Unanimously Opposed 

At a recent meeting of farmers 
in Roblin, Manitoba, given wide- 
spread publicity in advance by the 
Winnipeg dailies, the assembled 
farmers voted unanimously against 
a resolution sponsored by the or- 
ganizers of the F.P.A. to establish 
a local. They then voted, again un- 
animously, for: a resolution from 
the floor asking that “all grain be 
handled by the board.” This action 
by the meeting was all but ignored 
by the Winnipeg papers. 

Similar results are reported from 
other places in which attempts 
have been made to organize opposi- 
tion to organized marketing, West- 
ern farmers apparently still know 
how to deal with the propaganda 
of the Grain Exchange. 


There is still time to mak: 
arrangements to attend the C.C.F. 
provincial convention in Edmon. 
ton next week. The sessions begir 
on Thursday morning, and therc 
is every indication that the conven 
tion will swing into discussion of 
vital matters early in the day. It 
seems to me extremely important. 
therefore, that there should be a 
little less tardiness on. the part 


- of interested C.C.F. members, whe 


often feel that the first day is 
likely to be less important than 
the second, and who take their 
places late in the afterncon or 
maybe not even that early. If 
they do that this year they may 
find that the convention has com- 
mitted itself on important matters 
upon which they would have liked 
to have had a voice and vote. 
Looking over some of the resolu- 
tions submitted for consideration 
at the convention, I have the feel- 
ing that decisions could be made 
at next week's gathering that 
would profoundly affect the future 
of the'C.C.F. in Alberta. Where 
the C.C.F. in this province is head- 
ing for, and what is to be its. major 
role, may be determined in a way 
that will have something more than 
ordinary interest for the individual 
momber. I don’t think any C.C.F. 
momber who Is deeply concerned 
about the future of tho movement 
should stay away from the conven- 
(Continued on page 8) ~~ 


ALICE BACON, M.P. 


School teacher. daughter of a 
Yorkshire miner, is the new 
chairman of the British Labor 
Party. If the general election is 
held in the spring the Labor 
Party will go to the polls under 
her leadership. Making her first 
political speech at 16, she has 
been actively engaged in Labor 
Party work for the past 24 
years. A university graduate, 
with a degree in public adminis- 
tration, she is the fifth woman 
.to hold this highest office in the 
Labor Party. 


"NATION'S BUSINESS" | 
3ROADCAST, TUESDAY 

A C.C.F. speaker will be featured 
in “The Nation’s Business” broad- 
cast on Tuesday, November 14, at 
9:15 p.m. over the Alberta CBC 
station, CBX. 


‘ess for Education 


Higher Than! 
Any Other 
Industry 


By LORNE y 

OTTAWA (CPA) — We've 
heard a lot of reasons why 
building and_ construction 
costs have increased so much 
since the war: Lumber prices 
are higher; brick is up; 
cement costs more; prices of 
electrical equipment ,and 
plumbing fixtures have soar- 
ed. And, of course, we’re al- 
ways reminded how much 
wages for carpenters, plumb- 
ers, bricklayers, electricians 
and plasterers_have gone up. 

Now comes another side of 
the story. The De- 
partment of Na- 
; tional Revenue in 
; the 1950 edition 
| of “Taxation Sta- 
; tistics’ has given 
. us, for the first 
time, some com- 
prehensive figures 
on wuts in the construction 
industry. The most recent 
year for which figures are 
given is 1949, but even in that 
year construction companies 

(Continued on page 8) 


Higher Incomes Are Used 
Up By Cost Of Living 


OTTAWA (CPA)—According to 
igures of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, consumer spending in 
Canada went up from $10,151,000,- 
000 in 1948 to an all-time high 
record of $10,956,000,000 in 1949. 
It is significant to note, however, 
that this consumer spending record 
was attained on everything except 
education and recreation. These 
latter items are the things on 
which extra personal income mighd 
reasonably be expected to be spent 
in ordinary circumstances, but 
the desperately high cost of living 
channelled Canadian incomes into 
the more mundane necessities, 

Food Bill Soars 

The-food bill topped the list of 


$702 MILLION PROFIT 


FOR GENERAL MOTORS 


OTTAWA (CPA).—A_ recent 
Dow Jones report from Detroit 
3tates that General Motors 'Corpor- 
ation, together with its subsidiar- 
‘es, reaped a consolidated net profit 
for the nine months ended Septem- 
ver, 1950, of $702,655,165. This 
amount is $9114 million more than 
the total personal income tax col- 
lected by the Canadian government 
during the Inst fiscal year. Can- 
adian personal income tax amount- 
ed to $611,500,000 for the full 12 
months, while the General Motors 
profit figures are for nine months! 


consumer spending at $3,012,000,- 


000, a jump from $2,789.000,000 


Construction Profits Hit 


: 
2 oper Party Chairman | Coming to Convention 


DR. FRANK R. SCOTT 
Former National C.C.F. Chair- 


man, will be the guest speaker 
at a public meeting in the 
Masonic Temple on Friday, No- 
vember 17, at 8:15 p.m. The Al- 
berta C.C.F. convention will get 
under way on Thursday mor- 
ning, November 16, with much 
of the important business to be 
transacted that day. There will 
be a banquet on Thursday even- 
ing. On Friday evening, prior 
to Dr. Scott’s. meeting, Alberta 
C.C.F. women will hold a sup- 
per .meeting. at Weedsworth 
House. Convention sessions wi!l 
continue Saturday morning and 
C.C.F. delegates along with 
C.C.Y.M.’ers, who are meetingat 
Woodsworth House on Saturday, 
will attend the C.C.Y.M.. “Har- 
vest Ball” at the Y.W.C.A. 


Saturday cvsning. 


HON. MILTON GREGG'S 
"CRYSTAL-GAZING" 


OTTAWA (CPA).—The Van- 


‘ouver City Council is of the opin- 


on that Federal Labor Minister 


Gregg is “erystal-gazing” in his 


ment situation on the west coast. 
While the city council is taking 


.steps to increase social assistance 


in 1948. Clothing came next, uP|in order to offset the worst affects 
from $1,348,000,000 in 1948 to}of the expected unemployment this 


$1,423,000,000 last year. The third 
largest slice out of the family in- 
(Continued on page 8) 


Radio Speaker 
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A. J. E. LIESEMER, M.L.A. 
will be the speaker in the ‘Pro- 
vinclal Affaire’? broadcast series 
on Monday, November 13, .at 

6:45 p.m. It will be carried by 
CFRN, CFCN and CHAT. 


winter, the federal minister is of 


the opinion that “winter employ- 


-{ment activity will be much greater 


than a year ago,” or so he said in a 
letter to the council. 


Compulsory Arbitration 


THIS IS 
THE LAST CALL 


Next week the Provincial 
Board and convention of the 
C.C.F. will be dealing with the 
future of the People’s Weekly. 

A considerable: number of 
readers, in their usual generous, 
loyal way, have indicated in a 
practical manner their desire in 
respect to the continuance of 
the paper as a voice of progress 


in Alberta. 


These expressions of support 
will guide the Board and con- 
vention in making their decision, 

The lack of any reply from 
many others will, unfortunate- 
ly, count almost as heavily. No 
reply is a ‘‘No” reply. 


A few days still remain. ‘Are 
you still with us? 


HIRED MAN'S PAY’ 
FOR THE FARMER 


OTTAWA (CPA)—‘On aver- 
age land during his lifetime, the 
farmer earns 3% interest, plus 
hired man’s wages,’’ declared Dr. 
E, C. Hope, the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture, in an 
address to the Ottawa Kiwanis 
Club recently. ‘ 

Dr. Hope stated that ‘‘there are 
178,000 farmers in Ontario, of 
whom 35,000 are on subsistence 
farms. Of these, 158000 own 200 
acres or less. Only 12% are classi- 
fied as of more than 200 acres, and 
of the total number, _ three- 
quarters are’ family farms.” 

Answering urban 
that many farmers do not pay 
income tax, the speaker said 
that “this is because they are 
literally not eligible. The gross 
cash income of the Ontario 
farm is $3,668. The expenses 
are $1,964, leaving the net in- 
come $1,704. On average land 
during his lifetime, the farmer 
earns 3% interest, plus hired 
man’s wages.”’ 

Dr. Hope gave his hearers a 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Railway Profits Mount 
As Negotiations Proceed 


OTTAWA (CPA).—The rail- 
way strike which tied up rail com- 
munication all across Canada last 
August, apparently did not inter- 
fere with the upward trend of rail- 
way profits that month, And while 
the government appointed arbitra- 
tor presides over the compulsory 
arbitration between companies and 
unions, on the basis of the govern- 
ment-backed company offer, rail- 
way profit figures are continuing 
to climb. 

3 Millicn More Profits 

Figures published in the Finan- 
cial Post last August 12 showed 
that for the six month period end- 
ing June 30, 1950, Canadian Pacif- 
ic Railway net earnings were $9,- 


148,249, an increase of $6,159,706 
over the net earnings for the same 
period ‘in 1949. And on October 7, 
1950, the Financial Post reported 
that for ‘the seven month period 
ending August 31, 1950, net earn- 
ings were shown as $15,684,756, an 
increase of $9,897,147 over the net 
earnings for the same period a 
year ago. This indicated that in 
the two-month period from June to 


August this year, an extra three 


million in higher profits has ac- 
crued to the C.P.R. 

A similar story can be told of the 
Canndian National. The Financial 
Post of August 12, 1950, stated 
that C.N.R. not earnings for the. 

(Continued on page $) |” 
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The Ori 


ins Of 


British Socialism. 


By MORGAN PHILLIPS 


Secretary, British Labor Party 


\ 
“Our rejection of Marxism as a philosophy has not made us any less revolutionary than those who claim to be 
descendants today and who would impose a new tyranny on the people of the world.” 


his official spiritual 


T the beginning of June, I 
A eeiverea at the Interna- 

tional Socialist Conference 
in Copenhagen a speech in which 
{ attempted to define, principally 
for the benefit of our Continental 
comrades, the philosophy of 
Iritish Socialism. That speech at- 
tracted more than a little attention 
in the British Press, and provoked 
a certain amount of controversy. 

The Daily Worker did me the 
honor of a 1,500 word commen- 
tary by TT. A. Jackson and a 
cartoon by Gabriel in which I 
was depicted as embracing Wesley 
and turning my back on Karl 
Marx. The TFreethinker charged 
me with posing as an agent of the 
Vatican! And [an Mackay, re- 
porting the speech for the News 
Chronicle, coined the phrase 
“Methodism not Marxism.” 

That phrase “Methodism not 
Marxism” is, of course, an over- 
simplification of what I said at 
Copenhagen. And that over- 
simplification has unfortunately 
led=tu a misinterpretation of my 
remarks in certair quarters. 

William Morris Influence 

What I had to say was not al- 
together now. It has been said 
before, for example, by the Prime 
Minister in his book The Labor 
Party in Perspective, published by 
the Left Book Club as long ago 
ns 1997. And you may remember 
that tho Prime Minister returned 
to this theme in a speech which 
was broadcast from the Royal 
Academy dinner some little time 
ago, in which he said that in the 
Labor Party, ‘the influence of 
William Morris far exceeded that 
of Karl Marx.” 

It ts nm fact that British Social- 
ism owes but little to Karl Marx, 
olther in theory or practice, or 
in its methods of organizing the 
working class. The term “Social- 


ism” was first used in connection 


with the work of Robert Owen— 
the Wolsh-born reformer and 
factory owner—who, in a very 
renal sense was the father not 
only of Socialism, but 
also of the Co-operative and 
Trado Union Movoment in this 
country. Owon was active in the 
1830's. The Communist Mani- 
feato did not appear until 1848 
and Das Kapital was not pub- 
lished in English until 1886. 
Trotsky was not far wrong when 
he said that the English Revolu- 
tion brought about by the Puri- 
tans was nourished on_ biblical 
texts; the French Revolution on 
the abstractions of democracy and 
the Russian Revelution on Marx- 
ism. But the history of revolt 
againet oppression in. this coun- 
try goes back even beyond the 
Revolution of 1688. It goes back 
to the carly peasants’ revolts—to 
John Ball, the priest, who preach- 
ed that: “Things cannot go well in 
England, nor ever will, until all 
goods «are held in common, and 
until there will be neither serfs 
nor gentlemen and we shall all be 
equal.” 
“Sir Thomas 


More's ‘Utopia’” 


The history of revolt moves 
down through the — centuries, 
through. such. writings 


sentiments I must freely own that, 


as long as there is any property, 
and while money is the standard 
of all other things I cannot think 
that any nation can be governed 
either justly or happily: not justly, 
because the best things will fall to 
the share of the worst men: nor 
happily, because all things will 
be divided among the few (and 


even these are not in all respects 
happy): the rest being left to be! 


absolutely miserable From 
whence, I am persuaded, that until 
property is taken away there can be 
no equitable or just distribution of 
things, nor can the world be hap- 
pily governed; for as long as that 
is maintained, the greatest and 
the far best part of mankind will 
be still oppressed with a load of 
cares and anxieties.” 

The sare spirit becomes vocal 
‘gain in the republicanism of 
Milton, in the demands. of the 
Levellers, in the war between 
King and: Parliament, in the Dig- 
ger Movement and in such tracts 
as the Ideal Commonwealth of 
Gerald Winstanley. 

The note struck by John Ball 
and Sir Thomas More, by Milton 
and Winstanley is repeated again 
and again in the writings of the 


pre-Marxian Socialists. And mno- 
where more than’ in these 


writings are the evils arising out 
of the institution of private 
property, the existence of an un- 
productive class, the maldistribu- 
tion and misuse of wealth, the 
domination of money, the ex- 
ploitation of the poor by the rich, 
and even the indictment of the 
state as the managing commniittee 
of the rich, more emphatically ex- 
posed. 


British Socialists do not con- 
sider it at all a reproach or a 
source of wenknoss in their in- 
tellectual and political position 
that their movement has been 
profoundly influenced by 
ligious thought. The very or- 
ganization of our British work- 
ing class movement embodies 
methods have taken over 
from religious institutions. 


re- 


we 


And here: we come to the role 


of Methodism, although let me 
make it clear that it was not 
Methodism alone. [I have never 


said, and do not say now, that 
our British Socialism is exclusively 
n product of the Methodist 
evangelical revival inspired by the 


Wesleys. As I shall try to show, 
there were other influences at 
work. Methodism was only one 


of a number. At the same time, it 
would be both wrong and churlish 
for us to ignore the influence of 
the Methodist revival, which no 
tess than Socialism was a product 
of the industrial revolution. 


Workshops of Democracy 

Methodism, it has heen truly 
said, took the place of the fran- 
chise in the lives of the new in- 
dustrial working class 
1750 and 1850. The system of 
Church Government.evolved by the 
Methodists was essentially demo- 
cratic. It provided an atmosphere 
in which working men learned to 
govern themselves instead of be- 


a: e-thestny governed from above. It gave 


“Utopia” of Sir Thomas More, whe} ordinary folk the opportunity fo 


wrote: 


exercise their mental faculties— 


“. . . To speak plainly my reallit gave them something to do and 


between 


made them feel that they matter- 
ed. And-it is an historic truth that 
the impulses set free by Method- 
ism were translated during the 
nineteenth Century into radical 
action in British political life. 

It does not, of course, follow 
that all Methodists were progres- 
sive in their attitudes. For the first 
50 years, official Methodism main- 
tained an attitude of strict neu- 
tality in political matters. John 
Wesley counselled his followers to 
“be friends of all and enemies of 
none”, although after his death in 
1791, neutrality became more dif- 
ficult to maintain. . 

Methodist Rank and File 


While official Methodisin went 
over to the side of Toryism, the 
rank and file began to dabble in 


‘radical politics. So much so, that 


in many of the industrial areas, 
especially in the North, adicalism 
in politics, became synonymous 
with religious dissent. 

The Methodists, morenver, pro- 
vided the organizational pattern 
for the radical movement, political 
associations and friendly socicties 
which throve apace during the first 
half of the nineteenth century. 
The Methodists had evolved a Sys- 
tem of ‘“classes’’—small groups 
usually -of 12 to 20 people, who 
met regularly under a leader in 
the various localities. 

Art of Self-Government 

These classes we.2 not only re- 
ligious meetings but also social 
gatherings, in which men learned 
the art of self-government and 
were taught ‘to practice social 
duties not only among themselves 
but in the wider communities of 
which they were a-part. They pro- 
vided a new form of democratic 
fellowship which was adopted’ on 


.| the political side by the Chartists. 


When Chartism revived after 
its defeat in-1839 its reorganiza- 
tion as a national movement owed 
a good deal to radicals and demo- 
crats who belonged to the Metho- 
dist church. The National Charter 
Association formed at that time 
was in fact founded upon a sys- 
tem of “classes” borrowed from 
the Methodist form of organiza- 
tion. In the later Chartist Move- 
ment under the direction of a 
General Council and a_ central 
Executive Committee, adherents 
and supporters of the movement 
were formed inte ‘classes’’, Each 
class was composed of 10 members 
under the supervision cf a “leader” 
appointed by the Executive 
Committee. 

The British Labor Movement, 
at this time,:on both its - political 
and trade union sides, drew 
heavily fer its leadership on the 
religious communities. In many 
districts, the Methodisis and the 
dissenting sects supyorted Chartist 
principles and cpened their chapels 
to Chartist metings. 

Methodists In Unions 

On the industrial side, Method- 
ists often took the lead and filled 
positions of influence in the trade 
unions, particularly among. the 
miners in Northumberland and 
Durham and in Staffordshire. And 
it is worth recalling that of the 
six Men of. Dorset- whom we re- 
member and revere as the Tol- 
puddle Martyrs, three—George 
and James Loveless and Thomas 


eee 


a 


Standfield—were Methodist local 
preachers, 

At a later stage in the history 
of the Labor Movement, one sees 
the emergence of such leaders as 
Thomas Burt, who was one of the 
first working men elected to par- 
liament in 1874 and who was a 
devout Methodist, and later still 
Keir Hardie himself, who was a 
Presbyterian, and men like Arthur 
Henderson ‘and Philip Snowden, 
who first learned the art of public 
speaking as lay preachers. : 

While it was natural that re- 
ligious dissent should lead men 
to radical action in politics, account 
must also be taker of other in- 
fluences which were at work in the 
middle years of the nineteenth 
century. 


Truest Form of Christianity 


British Socialism owes some- 
thing to. the Christian Socialis’ 
Movement led in the Establishec 
Church by Charles Kingsley and 
IF. D. Maurice, who preached that 
Socialism was the truest form of 
Christianity at a time when 
“respectable” people shuddered at 
its mention and regarded it as 
being synonymous with atheism 
and immorality. 


Then on the ethical and 
aesthetic side there was William 
Morris, the poet, artist and 
craftsman,) who became a 


Socialist because he hated the 
ugliness and squalor which the 
industrial revolution had 
brought in its train. 

Morris joined with Hyndman, 
Harry Quelch, Will Frome and 
John Burns to form the Social 
Democratic Federation in 1884. 
But this association with Hynd- 
man was short-lived. Morris broke 
away from the S.D.F. to form the 
Socialist League; he had neither 
the patience nor the inclination to 
study the Marxian economics of 
the S.D.F. He found Marx’s writ- 
ings dreary in the extreme and 
used to say that he did not need 
the Labor Theory of Value to tell 
him that the rich robbed the poor, 
as he could see it with his own 
eyes. 

Fabian Influence 
Although the 8.D.F. was for a 
time the spearhead. of working- 
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class action, its influence has been 
far outlived by that of the Fabian 
Society, formed in the same ‘year 
as the S.D.F.—in 1884. 

The Fabian Society gave to 
British Socialism much of its 
intellectual content through 
such leaders as Bernard Shaw, 
Sidney Webb, Graham Wallas 
and Annie Besant. In philosophy 
_and approach to Socialist theory, 
the S.D.F. and the Fabian 
Society were poles apart. The 
Fabian approach was essentially 
empirical and practical. The 
S.D.F. was rigidly Marxist and 
doctrinairé. 

Fabian Socialism parted com- 
vany with Marxism at the point 
where the controversy arose as to 
what constituted “value”. Instead 
of the “Labor theory” of value, 
the Fabians built upon the “mar- 
tinal -theofy”’,of value formulated 
by the English economist, Jevons. 
The value of a thing, according 
to this theory, is measured not by 
the amount of socially necessary 
labor it contains, but by the utility 
of a thing at the margin of supply 
where the “law of indifference” 
comes in to determine its exchange 
value. It is the final utility of a 
‘hing, not the identical quantity 
of socially necessary’ labor em- 
bodied in it, which determines its 
2xchange against another thing 
with money as the medium. 

Important Consequences 


All this, of course, is. elemen- 
tary. But rejection by the British 
Socialists of the Marxist theory of 
value had important practical con- 
sequences in the development ‘of 
the politically organized Labor 
movement, because of the inter- 
action between Marx’s economic: 
thinking and his theory of politics 
based upon his historical material- 
ism and his doctrine of the class 
struggle. 

Marx’s conception of the politi- 
cal organization required for the 
waging of the class war was not 
accepted by the British Labor 
Movement. The organizational pat- 


(Continued on page 6) ~- 
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DE 
BUNKERS 
COLUMNS aN 


BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE 


Socialists inside the United 
Nations Organization and outside 
of it have repeatedly stressed that 
the Korean conflict cannot be 
resolved by military operations 
alone. Socialist Premier Nehru of 
India warned the United Nations 
time and again 
that military vic- 
tories will not 
restore peace in 
Asia. He urged 
the recognition 
of the Peking 
government of 


‘seating of its 
delegate on the 
: ‘Security Council. 
He also advised that the U.N.O. 
intervention in Korea be confined 
to the restoring of the South 
Korean boundaries as of June 25th 
and that from there negotiations 
should proceed under the direction 
of the United Nations. The Britizh 
Socialist government has support- 
ed Nehru on the recognition of the 
Peking government. Many other 
taking a_ similar 


nations are 
attitude. 
Americans have duabboealy re- 
fused to accept the British and 
Indian view and have held to the 
purely militaristic view that by 
sheer force of military superiority 
Communist forces in Asia can be 
subdued and “democracy” -and 
peace restored in Korea. And, s0, 
General MacArthur, flushed with 
military success against the North 
Korean aggressors, proceeded with 
“mopping up” operations across 
the 38th parallel and on to the 
Manchurian border. He has taken 


with him British and other U.N.O. 


forces for this ride and has come 
up face to face with two military 
powers, Communist China and the 
Soviet Union. The past week’s 
events in Korea have proven 

ehru’s contention that the cross- 
ing of the 38th parallel will involve 
United Nations forces in conflict 
with economic and political in- 
terests of these two powerful 
states, representing hundreds of 
millions. of people and formidable 
military machines. MacArthur has 
set the stage for World, War No. 
3. Yesterday, he reported to the 
United Nations and asked for the 
green light to proceed with mili- 
tary operations against Man- 
churia, which is China. 

To expect that the Soviet Union 
would stand by indifferently while 
Manchurian , Cities are being 
levelléd out by American bombers 
is incredible. The Soviet Union has 
a pact with China which commits 
her to assistance. United Nations 
permission for MacArthur to pro- 
ceed with open attack on Man- 
churia would mean the end of cold 
war and the beginning of open 
conflict between the Communist 
sector and the capitalist sector of 
the world. 

I doubt if the general will get 
the green light from the Security 
Council or General Assembly. Tho 
consequences are pretty grim to 
contemplate. | think world opinion 
would recoil against such a reck- 
less plunge into open conflict.: 

And now is the timo for all those 
who are concerned to express their 
opinion on this and similar inter- 
national issues’ threatening world 
peace, For this-renson alone, every 


China and_ the] 


THE PEOPLE SPEAK 


LIKES SCANDINAVIAN WAY 
OF LIFE 


Editor, People’s Weekly. 


Sir: Yes, we must keep the 


People’s Weekly coming. 

All you say about the Scandin- 
avian countries is true. I had a 
trip to those countries this last 
summer. Saw something of Den- 
mark and Sweden, but mostly of 
Norway. The country is getting 
industrialized, lots of small fac- 
tories, and power is so cheap, 
mostly owned by the municipalities 
—it is so-cheap that people here 
wouldn’t understand how it could 
be done. The Labor government 
looks .after labor, they have good 
wages ‘nd working conditions so 
they are able to pay good prices for 
what the farmers have to sel]. In 
all my travels over there I never 
met one person looking for a hand- 
out. If they have Communists, they 
must keep quiet; I never met one. 
They just can’t live in an atmos- 
phere of contentment. 

Wishing our paper success, 
Yours, 
EDWARD NELSON. 
Craigmyle. , 


BANE, Or SOCIETY 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: It would be intéresting to be 
able to look ahead about ten years 
and see how things will be moving 
in our old world at that time. May- 
pe it’s as well if we don’t know. 

Just how the attempt to. stop 
Communism will work out is any- 
oody’s guess. Of course we all 
nope that some real settlement will 
oe reached and no more world wars 
for our generation. 

What disgusts one is how our big 
financial interests are working 
overtime to stop the Reds, but a 
che same time are driving people 
to look for relief from the greedy 
zlutches that seek only to boost 
cheir profits no matter who suffers. 
fhe idea seems to be to drain off 
as much of the world’s wealth as 
possible, thus leaving themselves 
“sitting pretty” and the common 
people helpless, when comes an- 
other depression. And the common 
people don’t realize it. 

In studying:the minor prophets 
of Israel we find their main cry 
was “Service to God” and “Justice 
to their Fellows,” else they would 
be destroyed. 

I am wondering if Providence is 
going to allow Communism to take 
over in the world for a while till 
people learn’to honor God and deal 
justly with each other? Greed and 
selfishness are the bane of our 
world today and are antagonistic to 
peace and goodwill. Maybe the 
scourge of Communism for a time 
would lead people to see what they 
don’t want to see while things are 
going smoothly. 

CONTRA BELLUM. 
Drumheller. 


YEASTY BUBBLES 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: The yeasty bubbles that 
froth from the canitalistic pot with 
the quaint label of Free Private 
Enterprise, are growing larger 
with each succeeding hour. The 


Alberta Socialist should make a 
special effort to attend the pro- 
vincial C.C.F. convention at Ed- 
monton, November 16, 17 and 18, 
where ‘these questions will be dis- 
cussed and opinions expressed for 
the guidance of C.C.F.. represen- 
tatives in the House of Commons. 
Tho preservation of peace now de- 
pends on the pooled influence of 
all: men of goodwill who are mon- 
tally adult enough to realize that 
compromise and negoiistion rathor 
thar open conflict ia the formula 
for continued. truce in a divided 
world, See you at the convention! 


Letters to the editor may be published under a pseudonyn, but 
in each, case the name and address of the writer must be for- 
warded to the editor as evidence of good faith. The People’s 
Weekly takes no responsibility for opinions expressed by corres- 
pondents and will not publish any letters exceeding 300 words 


in length. 


wind is still in the yeast, and pro- 


portionately there are more yeast 
blowers than ever before. 


The daily, weekly, fortnightly, 


and monthly press are full of, .ac-. 


counts by expert yeast blowers, of 
how the capitalistic cnigma has 
been solved, wherein consumption 
oalances production. The methods 


!by which this has been accom- 


plished are of little importance, the 
fact remains, there is a great deal 
of prosperity for the froth-blowers. 


Up, up the prices go, that is all 
we want to know, seems to be the 
motto, and devil take the hindmost. 
That the capitalistic pick is liable 
to be badly. bent if not broken final- 
1y, does not appear to occur to any 
except the socialists, and who kind- 
ty enough are offering to preserve 
to some extent capitalism. No doubt 
the most astute of the Communists 
are satisfied that events are shap- 
ing in their interests, 


Certainly they are not shaping in 
favor of the mass consumers of 
the North American continent. 
uven the Social Crediters are be- 
coming alarmed, and from past ex- 
perience it takes a great déal to 
alarm them, since they sprung the 
big alarm that landed them into 
power. 

Yours, 
Wm. S. WHITE. 
Giscome, B.C, 


FARMERS’ DIFFICULTIES 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 

Sir: Because of many mislead- 
ing statements in both press and 
radio recently by editors, public 
men and some private citizens with 
regard to the so-called high prices 
assumed to be received by our Can- 
adian farmers, because of these er- 
roneous conclusions on the part of 
some of our urban residents, let us 
take a brief and hurried review of 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
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Phone M4641 


CALGARY, ALTA. 


| Good Food 


At prices you can afford 
Here’s a sample 
Vegetable Julienne soup 
Fried beef liver smothered with 
onions 
Grape custard pudding, walnut 
cream pie 
Apple sauce or stewed prunes 
and ‘cakes 
Drinks optional 
A complete meal for only 40c 


ZENITH CAFE 


9833 - Jasper Avenue 
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CLOSEST PRICES 


P. MANNING 
Lumber €a., Ltd. 


10443 80th Ave. Phone 32051. 


P. W. AIR. EDITION 
Speaker—Wm. Irvine 
Station—CERN 
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‘Then 


| Hanna. 


LUMBER | 


what farmers are going through 
the present season. 

First of all, the weather. I am 
not going to say a word about Man- 
itoba only to observe that they have 
suffered even much more than we 
of the other two Prairie Provinces. 
A very long cold, dry period in the 
spring resulted in very poor ger- 
mination all over the plains area 
with no rain until 20-21st of June. 
Many had given up all hopes of 
crop or feed. Immediately there 
were three stages of wheat growth 
in practically every wheat field. 
First germination, stools and late 
germination. Would the frost stay 
off long enough to make good 
wheat of it all? It did not. Satur- 
day morning, August 9th, dawned 
with disaster to the farmers of the 
prairies. Later frosts in September 
took the late germination with the 
result that a large part of the crop 


is feed bringing the farmer little, 


better than 80c a bushel if it is 
dry, from that up to $1.11 for No. 
3 in most areas in Alberta, The 
grading is the toughest I have ever 
seen. Three weeks of lovely weather 
gave some relief in harvesting. 
September 27th rain and 
snow, and now at this date more 
snow. That is the weather and 
there is nothing we can do about it, 
only adapt ourselves -to these 
changes with the greatest. degree 
of intelligent foresight possible. 
Now let us look at some of our 
man-made problums. There is first 
of all Margarine offering a real 
threat to the permanency of Can- 
ada’s great dairy industry, a vital 
matter to all of the Dominion. 
We have high and rapidly in- 
creasing freight rates. We find 
that everything we buy and we are, 
of course, by far the heaviest con- 
‘sumers, is skyrocketing in price. 
We find wheat, dairy and poultry. 


products on a declining market.. 


There are no cars tc move our 
wheat, result: many elevators are 


lugged... 

To top all this off there is the re- 
cent ill-advised action by the fed- 
eral government in the deeentrol of 
the Canadian dollar which is bring- 
ing about chaos to the beef in- |- 
dustry, the sole and only phase of 
Canadian agricultural production 
in which due to a fortunate set of 
circumstances there was some reas- 
onable relationship between pro- 
duction costs and returns to the 
farmer. The same action also 
threatens a very serious reduction 


in the already meagre returns from. 


our wheat. These are all matters 
of immediate concern to every citi- 
zen of Canada, because a prosper- 
ous nation is impossible with agri- 


{| cultural producers in difficulties. 


Yours, 
JACK SUTHERLAND. 


SEE FRIDAY’S 


FOR SATURDAY’S 
SHOPPING NEWS 


LIMITED 
Edmonton's. Own Store — Established 1886 


“JACKASS OF A LAW” 
Editor, People’s Weekly. 


Sir: At the close of World War 
I; thousands of our ex-enemy Ger- 


‘!mans settled in Canada, and now 


at the age of 70, they are drawing 
the’ ‘Cariadian Old Age Pension. 
But we the disabled veterans of 
that war are debarred by the Lib- 
eral government’s means test from 
our Old Age Pension simply be- 
cause we get a meagre war disabil- 
ity pension. But such pension is 
merely compensation “in part’? for 
disabilities and suffering, yet all 
of us have to forfeit our civil 
rights to an Old Age-Pension while 
they frecly give it to -our ex- 
enemies and Communists. 

As an incentive to patriotism 
and loyalty, this is a zero minus 
set-up—go to war overseas to pro- 
tect Canada’s wealth and liberty, 
get shot: up and maimed, and as 
soon as you accept a war disability 
pension, you lose your civil rights 
to an Old Age Pension. What a 
jackass of a law!. 

So to Prime Minister St. Ldurent 
I address this question: What ex- 
cuse have you for so treating Can- 
ada’s grand old citizens, the loyal 
patristic veterans of World War 
One in this way? And this question 
also to every Liberal M.P., with 
special reference .to. .Edmonton’s 
duo, and my own M.P., Welbourn 
of Jasper-Edson. 

TOM L. POULSON. 
Rochfort Bridge. 


The voice of the C.C.F. is heard 
every Tuesday at 10:20 p.m. from 
CFRN. Pin up this notice to re- 
mind you to listen in. : 


Put your 1950 C.C.F. .mem- 


bership in the mail today if you 
haven't already paid up for 1950. 
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INVITATION TO WAR 


S4™ WATSON, last year’s chairman of the British Labor 

Party, in an article in act calls the so-called Stockholin 
peace petition a fraud and a lie. “Everybody who signs the 
peace petition in this country is asserting that Mr. Attlee s 
government—our Labor government—is a war govern- 


ment, that our party is a party of war!” Mr. Watson writes. 


The decision of the British government to arm against 
aggression ig not a war move, but* a peace move, 


ossible I 
i and asks some pertinent 


the Labor Party official shows, 
questions to prove his point: 
“When the Fa8scists attacked Sp 
cause the Spanish Republic was engaged in hau eta ara 
with Hitler and Mussolini, or was it because in 1 Seren 
the Spanish AGA a fad neglected to prepa 
against counter-revolution: _ s ; 
Seep ia Japan invade Manchuria in Dereon ere 
churia had a powerful army, or because .Mancnurl 


10 army? ed 
“Did the Japanese war lords follow that aggression by 


invasion of China i 198. -bectuse China was engaged in 
an ar race With Japan? ae 
“Were the Aevaciiens to blame for their ordeal by poison 
gas because they were making too many bows and ar HONS 

“No,” Mr. Watson answers, the history of ae is He 
the history of the SE er strong. is 
1istor » strong attacking the weak. 
uae Ae ane nolitiesl movement anywhere in the were 
which is more anxious to abelish war {from the ear th on 
the British Labor Party. There is no government on ett : 
that would be happier to have the world in such a state '. at 
the essential waste of war preparedness could be dispel ie 
with. But, as Sam. Watson has said, in a world where : 
threat of aggressive action by a strong power is pref Mt, 
it ig inviting war to be weak. 


ain in 1936, was it be- 


““TRANS-CANADA” HIGHWAY~ 


TL IS interesting, and a bit disgusting, to note that the-tis- 


cussion of the route of the Trans-Canada high 7ay 
through the Rocky Mountains is being reopened with the 
possibility that the Big Bend route, which was decided t pon 
ag a sort of compromise, may be ruled out because n uch 
of the territory through which it was to pass may bec me 
a lake. And British, Columbia, which always favored the 


’ Crowsnest Pass route, is said to have leased some territory 


in the United States through which to run its section of 
what it hopes will be the ‘“Traris-Canada” highway! 

And while all this is going on, we’ve gone through another 
year with-no decent way in which American tourists can get 
into the greatest mountain parks in the world. An estimate 
of the economic loss to Canada caused by the failure of suc- 
cessive Canadian governments to build a highway from the 
south into Banff National Park and on to Jasper, would 
show a-rational shortsightedness almost unbelievable. 

We suppose some day we will have a “Trans-Canada” 
highway, going all the way through Canada by. some route. 
And it may be that within this generation a road from the 
south will be built to attract American dollars. But after 
another summer of discouraging United States motorists 
by making them drive over the worst roads on the continent 
if they wanted to get into Banff or Jasper directly from the 
coast States, we’re beginning to wonder if the Canadian 
government is afraid of invasion from that direction. 


od 


IT’S IRRITATING 


A TORY journalist in Britain, writing about the Margate 
conierence of the Labor Party, said, “It (the Labor 
Party) clings irritably to the conviction that the function 
of politics is to provide three meals a day and the maximum 
amounts of security that the condition of the nation 
permits... .” 

That is the thing that irritates British Tories all right— 
the provision of three meals a day and security for the 
British workers—so many of whom so often in the past did 
not have three meals a day, or security. 


classes’’ in the sense of sociai and economic inferiority. And, 
of course, the fact that economic security makes for better 
educational and cultural opportunities is removing class 
distinctions in those departments of the national life. 

The fact that the Labor. Party “clings irritably” to its 
determination to provide three meals a day and security 
to all the people of Britain is indeed irritating to Britain’s 
big and little Tories. 


fl 


‘on have nothing but praise for 


THE 
THIRD 
COLUMN 


CALLS FEDERAL BLUFF 


Angus MacInnis, 
in Budget Debate: 


“Some have more than they 
need; some have as much as they 
need; and a great mass of our 
people have much less than they 
need. We in this grceup wish to 
point out that this budget, as well 
as most of the other budgets we 
have had in the past few years, 
have placed additional burdens on 
those who already have burdens 
greater than they can bear. When 
we have asserted the necessity for 
certain controls, honerable mem- 
bers opposite raise the question of 
the control of wages. I have point- 
ed out to this House before, but I 
shall point it out agani3d that the 
dullest can understand, that wages 
are already controlled!” 

Some Honorable Members: “Oh, 


” 
. 


no 


Mr. MacInnis: “If wages are not 
controlled, will some of the bright 
boys up in the northwest corner 
(Liberals) who are saying ‘no’ 
tell me why the railroad employes 
had to negotiate for fourteen 
months for an increase of a few 
cents? After they have told me 
why this is so, will they tell me 
how it is that the rubber com- 
panies can put two price increases 
into effect in so many minutes, 
without asking anyone, and with- 
out any special session of parlia- 
ment to deal with it?” 


“PRETTY HAPPY” Pe 
Lacombe Globe interview with 
two Lacombe resid@itts follow- 
ing trip to Britain and con- 

tinent, Oct. 18: 


“Mr. and Mrs. Ben..S, Camer= 


Britain. The British they de- 
scribe as ‘pretty happy’. They 
find the rations are almost en- 
tirely lifted, and that the people 
have done a wonderful job in 
clearing away the rubble of war- 
torn cities, 


“As Mr. Cameron put it, the 
British have ‘washed their face, 
combed their hair’ and the;ve~ 
done a good job on it. There is 
typical British reticence to dis- 
cuss the part they played in the 
war, and the hardships they 
endured.” 


SAFER FOR THE PEOPLE 


Eleanor Roosevelt, 
in. American Federationist: 


“We have come to recognize 
that liberty can exist only where a 
government controlled by the 
people creates an economic atmos- 
phere in which all people willing 
to earn a living can do so, because 
slavery can be imposed on people. 
through fear of want just as it 
can be imposed on people by an 
aggressor nation. Real liberty can 
only exist in a democracy where 
the people accept their respon- 
sibility, consider their citizenship 
as a trust and see to it that the; 
never let the control of their gov- 
ernment. slip into.the hands of any 
individual or any group, but keep, 
it always in the hands of the 
people themselves and function 
under the will of the majority. 
The majority may be wrong, but 
it is safer for the people them- 
selves to have to recognize that 
they have made a mistake and to 
make the change than it is for 
people to abdicate their own judg- 


ment and thelr power at any time.” 


‘ | PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 
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ypE ARE indebted to In 
W Fact, September 18th, for 
- the followin:: figures on 
the high cost of killing, A Wash- 
ington news dispatch by Robt. S. 
Allen reveals that Pentagon chiefs 
are “gravely concerned” and Con- 
gressional leaders are “stunned” at 
the rising cost of armaments, “A 
light tank which cost $27,000 in 
1944 costs $225,000 now. A B-17 
bomber cost $300,000 in 1942; to- 
day a B-36 costs $5,000,000. A 
navy destroyer which cost seven 
millions six years ago costs forty- 
five millions of dollars today. In 
1944 it cost only $30,000,000 to 
to equip an armored division. Today 
the cost is $225,000,000.” 
It would seem to be just possible 
that these increases are an incen- 
tive to the profiteers of ‘Canada in 


the “free world’!, It used to be 
said that man’s extremity was 
God’s opportunity. Our moneyed 


come the profiteers’ opportunity 
instead. This is the philosophy of 
scarcity, and the more desperate 
the need is, the more willing the 
victims are to pay extortionate 
prices. wo 

Take another “extremity”, the 
Manitoba flood. Millions of dollars 
worth of material are needed to re- 


‘| pair the damage done tc buildings, 


and to replace the household ef- 
fects which were ruined by -the 
flood. People gave generously, as 
they thought, to the ficod victims, 
but, owing to increased prices and 
profits, a large percentage of what 
ras given went, not to the flood 
victims at all, but into the coffers 
of Big Business! : 

Perhaps you are interested in 
the United Nations relief program 


FOOTPRINTS 


By*J. P, GRIFFIN 


“Will a man rob God” 


carrying out their plans to arm. 


NOVEMBER 1/1, 1956 


for Korea. After all these people 
stood in a flood of blood and bombs 
on our behalf, and are entitled to 
all that we can give and send them. 


But what a harvest it will be for . 


the Big Shots. Millions for Korean 
relief, spells tens of thousands of 
extra profits for them. 

No wonder the heads of monop- 
olies believe in “charity.’? No won- 
der they are willing to head the 
subscription lists, when the result- 
ant flow of charity will yield them 
a goodly percentage. Perhaps you 
would-like to put on a benefit dance 
for someone? So you shall if you 
pay for the light and fuel. Perhaps 
you will take your car and go col- 
lecting for a service club? Big Busi- 
ness will sell you the gas and oil 
to do it—at a price. You can even 
ship your gifts to Timbuctoo if you 
wish—as long as ‘you pay. the 
freight charges. 

Perhaps you are interested in 
building a new church? Every 


materialists have another angle on | church. needs lots of windows so 
that, and man’s extremity has be- 


that the building may be light. 
Well the plate glass monopoly will 
be glad to furnish you with what- 
ever glass you need—again at ‘its 
own price. 

Because: these monopolies have 
placed themselves in positions of 
economic control, they are able to 
exercise an economic pressure in 
every philanthropic enterprise, 
their representatives are in a posi- 
tion to capitalize on every national 
emergency, and their fingers.are in 
every collection plate. aes: 

Only the C.C.F. insists upon pro- 
duction for use and not for profit. 
Only Socialism will check this dis- 
graceful flow of cash into the 
hands of those whose only valid 


claim to it is that they know how ~ 


to take it away from saps like you 


and me. 
woneree 


TIMELY Topics 


. By William Irvine 


Director of C.C.F. Organization 


BACK-BONE : 


Some wag has divided the human 
race into four groups according to 
their use of certain bones of the 
body. These are the Wishbone 
people, the Funnybone people, the 
Jawbone people, and the Backbone 
people. The. degree to which the 
first three types may be useful de- 
pends upon how much backbone one 
has. It is alright to “wish” if we 
have the backbone to pursue and to 
persevere; it is alright to be funny 
if we have what it takes to stand 
rock firm when .there is no 
place for humor. It is even permis- 
sable to do a lot of talking provided 
one knows something about that 
which the talking is being done and 
has the firmness and the immov- 
able cetrage to press forward to 
achieve. 

These are days when it takes 
backbone to pay your annual dues 
to the C.C.F. The jawbone is not 
good currency. 

u % ” 
HIGHWAY ROBBERY | 

“Highway Robbery” were the 
words used by a man in Spirit 
River in describing what happen- 
ed to him. He is a man well up 
In years=and while still living on 
his farm is no longer able to do all 


the work necessary to run the 
farm in the efficient manner to 
which he was accustomed to op- 
erate it in years past. He is now 
quite deaf and unable to hear 
without an instrument. He told 
me that he had paid $210.00 for an 
hearing aid and he said “deaf 
people: in Britain get hearing aids 
for nothing while the British gov- 
ernment pays only $12.50 a set. 
It is nothing short of highway rob- 
bery__that old people who must 
have these instruments should 
have to pay $210.00 for what.can 
be bought in Britain for $12.50: 
We should not be thus left to the 
mercy of those who are capable 
of exploitiig our necessities,” 


People who are old will appreci- . 
ate the position of my friend. 
People who are not very old yet, 
but will be if they live long 
enough, should jhave sufficient 
imagination to feel a measure of 
sympathy. Surely if the Cana- 
dian government does not intend 


to supply aids to the deaf and — 


blind and to those in need of arti- 


ficial limbs freo, they should seo - 


to it..that these people are not 
left ‘to the mercy of the exploiter. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Hamilton In City Nov. 18 


National CCYM 


President 


- Coming To Convention Here 


Carl Hamilton, national presi- 
dent of the C.C.Y.M., will be in 
Edmonton on Saturday, November 
18, for the Alberta C.C.Y.M. con- 
vention to be held on that day at 


* Woodsworth House. Other speak- 
. ers will include Provincial Leader 


Elmer E. Roper, M.L.A., and Al- 
berta C.C.Y.M. adviser, A. J. E. 
_cLiesemer, M.L.A.  - 

The C.C.Y.M. national president 
is also president of the Saskatch- 
ewan C.C.Y.M. and will also bring 


New Books 
and Pamphlets 


The Literature Committee of 
the C.C.J*. reminds readers that: 
a number of new booklets and 
pamphlets are being added to 
those already on hand, 


Facts. About C.C.F. Government 
in Saskatchewan (Price 10 cents) 
gives a most interesting picture 
of increased benefits obtained by 
the people through the C.C.F. 
Here, for 10 cents, are the facts 
and figures which every C.C C.F.-er 
should have. 


Wanted: Vital Religion in Poli- 
tics (Price 5 cents) is a handy 
pocket size little booklet by Dr. 
L. J. Donaldson which, to quote 
P. F. Moriarty, 25 years secretary 
of the Y.M.C.A., “is most insistent 
in showing that Christian prin- 
ciples, when applied, contain the 
only sound basis for an economic 
system”. Dr. Donaldson’s sub- 
title for the pamphlet is “C.C.F. 
Principles Agree With Christian 
Ideals”. 

Who Owns Canada? If you 
don’t already own a copy of this 
reliable examination of—the facts 
concerning the concentration of 
control and ownership of the 
wealth of Canadd, send for one 
now. Price 50 cents, 

European Unity (15c)—A new 
pamphlet which gives the British 
Labor Party’s views on methods 


by which European unity should 
’ be pursued. 


Planning For Freedom (Re- 
duced from $1.25 to 50c). Though 
written in 1944, the first section 
of this book discusses issues of 
vital importance today. Excellent 
club material. 

We still have a number of 
copies of Jennie Lee’s Tomorrow 
Is A New Day (50c). 

They'll Ask You (6c) — A 
primer of C.C.F. questions and 
answers. 


Speaker’s Notes ($1.00)—An 
invaluable reference of facts deal- 
ing with a wide range of subjects, 
ie, Social Security, Agriculture, 
Freight Rates, Farm Machinery 
Prices, International Trade, etc. 

Stock up on interesting reading 
now. Watch this, space for new 
books and pamphlets for your 
library. 

Who Benefits From Soaring 
Prices? (10 for 30c or 8 for 10c) 
—An attractively arranged and 
easily read leaflet, showing just 
what the soaring cost of iiving is 
doing to farmer, labor, soldier, 


cd folks and home—and what it 


has done to increase monopoly 
profits, Send for a number of these 
and pass them on to your neigh- 
bors. 


Comment—The new C.C.F. up- 
to-the-minute facts and — figures 
magazine. $1.00 buys a year's sub- 
scriptions single copies 10c cach. 
This month's issue, which includes 
the story of the oil grab, is one 
you won't want to miss. 


greetings from that organization. 


Following the businés” session, 


Saturday evening the young people 
along with C.C.F. delegates will 
attend the C.C.Y.M. Harvest Ball 
in the Y.W.C.A., 108rd Street 
where old-time and modern music 
wil] be featured. Added entertain- 
ment will be a floor show of song, 
dance and comedy. And the ad- 
mission Charge, only 50 cents. 


RADIO DISCUSSION 
ON PRICE CONTROLS 


Business and Labor representa- 
tives will state their views when 
the CBC’s “Cross Section” pro- 
,#am expiores the high cost of liv- 
ag and looks for answers to the 
wuestion, “Is this the-tirfe for ful. 
.conomic controls?” CFRN, OFCN 
nd CHAT will carry the program 
on Thursday, November 16, at 9:80 
p.m. MST, 


JASPER-EDSON C.C.F. 
MEETING, THURSDAY 


Annual meeting of the Jasper- 
dson C.C.F. Constituency Associa- 


Joint Labor Candieete 


FORD BRAND 


who is receiving the united sup- 
port of C.1.0. and A.rF.L. trade 
unions for the Toronto Board of 
Control in the civic~-elections. 
President of the A.F.L, Printing 
Pressmen and Assistants’ unicn, 
he is also secretary of the Tor- 
ento and District Labor Council 
(A.F.i.) and has been endorsed 
by that council together with the 
Toronto Labor Council (€.1.0.). 


The voice of the C.C.F. is hea: 
:very Tuesday at 10:20 p.m. from 
-FRN. Pin up this notice to re 
sind you to listen in. 


on will be held in Woodsworth |: 


{Louse on Thursday evening, Nov- 
ember 16, at 9 p.m. 


CONVENTION 
BILLETS 

Delegates to the C.C.F. pro- 
vincial convention in Edmonton 
requiring billets are asked to 
write Mrs. Edsel East, chair- 
man of the billeting committee, 
11250 99 Avenue, Edmonton. 
All such requests should be for- 
warded to Mrs. East not later 
than Monday, November 18. 

~ Delegates requiring hotel ac- 
commodation are asked to make 
their own reservations at least 
a week in advance. 


TEA MEETING, C.C.F. 
WOMEN ON FRIDAY 


, Women delegatés and visitors to 
the Alberta C.C.F. ‘Convention are 
invited to a tea meeting at Woods- 
worth House on Friday, November 
17, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at which 
officers of the Women’s Committee 
for the forthcoming year will be 
elected. 

The Edmonton C.C.F, Women’s 
Club will be the hostess. 


EDMONTON C.C.F. TO 
CANCEL NOV. MEETING 


Owing to the proximity of the 


C.C.F. convention date to its regu-: 


lar meeting, the Edmonton C.C.F. 
is cancelling its November meeting 
scheduled for the 21st. The next 
meeting will be held on Monday, 
December 11, in the I.0.0.F. Hall. 


I Choose Peace, Zilliacus—75c. 

The Road Ahead, Laidler—$1. 
This small book was written for 
boys and girls in “the higher grades 
of grammar schools and the ‘lower 
grades in high scnools’” but could 
be read with profit also to adults 
as an introduction to the ideas 
and ideals of Democratic Socialism. 

Foreign Policy (The Labor 
Party's Dilemma), Leonard Wolf— 
50c. This booklet, with foreword 
by Harold Laski, and critical com- 
ments by W. N. Ewer, presents 
food for thought. Everyone in- 
terested in foreign policy will find 
this stimulating reading. 

Tomorrow's Food, Margaret Dig- 
by (Fabian ,Publication)—80c, A 
comprehensive study of the food 
needs of the world, problems pro- 
sented and attempts being made 
on tho international level to solve 
thom. 


(imely Topics 


(Conunued trun page 4) 


\ BOOMERANG 
STORY 


Is it true that Florida gulls 
have forgotten how to fish? We 
doubt it, and we doubt it all the 
more because the Wall Street 


Journal said it. In the Edmonton 
Journal, on its editorial page 
some few weeks ago, there 
was a reprint of the Wall Street 
Journal’s story about the gulls. The 
-object of the story is to discredii 
the welfare state. It was thought 
to be so good that the Edmonton 
Journal copied it. Here are the 
salient points of the-story: 


The gulls at St. Augustine sat 
on a wall by the waterfront and 
fed on the offal of shrimps tossed 
to them by shrimp fishermen. 
This went on for several genera- 
tions of gulls. By and by the 
shrimp fishermen moved to Key 
West. The gulls did not have 
sense enough to follow the fishing 
fleet. And having been fed by 
the shrimpers for so long they had 
lost the instinct to fish and so 
the gulls just kept sitting on the 
wall until they died of starvation. 
so long as they were living on 
handouts in their little ‘welfare 
state”, says the Wall Street Jour- 
nal. 


This story which appears to} 


have been concocted for the pur- 
pose, is supposed to imply that 
something similar would occur to 
people in a welfare state. But 
surely this story is a boomerang. 
The big fat boys of Wall Street 
have been sitting on the wall of 
that street for several genera- 
tions. They have been well fed and 
clothed by the surplus production 
of American labor: surpluses 
which labor ‘had earned and need- 


ed, but which were grabbed from} | 


them by the Wall Street wall- 
sittexs:It is more than likely that 
these coupon clippers would be 
entirely incompetent to do an 
honest day’s creative work which 
would be required of them in a 
welfaro state. They would in all 
probability. starve to death as the 
St. Augustins gulls are said to 
have done if the nation’s wealth 
wore distributed on the basis of 
merit. Wall Streeters should bo 
more careful with their stories, 


News Of C. 


Bruce eal No. I—A C.C.F, 
organization meeting held in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Starky 
of Bruce elected: the following 
executive: President, S. Pentland, 
Bruce; vice-president, Mrs. G. 
Morrison, Bruce; secretary, Mrs. 
Grant Fredericks. 


Bruce Local No. II—This local 
was organized at a group meeting 
held in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Eric Modin. Elected as 6fficers 
were: President, Arthur Erickson, 
Bruce; vice-president, Eric Modin, 


C.F. Locals: 


Bruce; secretary, Stewart Mc. 
Mullen, Bruce. 
Longride C.C.F. Club (North 


Holden)—President, Lars Peter- 
son, Holden; secretary, Russel 
Grosland, Holden. 


North Bawlf Local-——At a well- 
attended meeting in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Sofus Jacobson, the 
North Bawlf Local reorganized 
with: President, Mrs. Melvin Saby; 
vice-president, Andrew. Saby; sec- 
retary, Mrs. Louis Hensen. 


He was attending a meeting of 


INDIA INTRODUCES . 


PRICE CONTROLS 


UTTAWA, (CPA).—Control of 
prices on a number of essential 
articles was announced by the 
Nehru government recently. The 
,0ods affected were non-ferrous 
aetals, bicycles, tires and tubes, 
electric bulbs, razor blades, caustic 
soda, soda ash, tanning materials, 
rubber, casein and infant’s foods. 
It was stated that the measure had 
been taken because of unjustified 
price increases since the outbreak 
of the Korean war, and that fur- 
ther items would be added to the 
tist if necessary. 

In addition to fixing maximum 
prices, the Indian government’s 
ordinance also gave the Central 
Government power to control the 
supply of goods by producers and 
dealers, to control stocks and to 
regulate the production and distri- 
bution of*foods. 


Yenalties for contravention of], 


the ordinance are imprisonment up 
to three years, or a fine, or both. 


How about your 1950 C.C.F. 
membership? Please put it in 
the mail today if you have not 
already done #. 


the Henpecked Club. Suddenly the 
door opened. His wife sailed in, 
grabbed him by the collar, shook 
him until his teeth rattled, and 
exclaimed: 


“What do you mean by attend- 
ing this club? 
pecked.” 


CITY C.C.F. WOMEN 
MEET ON MONDAY 


The regular monthly meeting of 
the Edmonton C.C.F. Women’s 
Club will be held on Monday, Nov- 
ember 18, at Woodsworth House, 
10140-108 St., at 8 p.m. A good 
turnout is especially requested. 
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co. LTD: 
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Special Christmas Gift Rates. 
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PHONES: 28535-23273 
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Calling-All Women| 


MRS. ANNE PETERS 


Prosident, 


ALLING especially the 
C.C.F. Women’s Clubs and 
their representatives, all women in 
the many new Iccals of the C, C.F. 
throughout Alberta, to all the 
faithful women who for years 
have:been a bulwark in our move- 
ment. Are you interested enough 
in the advance of “democracy 
throughout Canada to attend our 
Provincial Convention next week? 
If so, you are invited to a supper 
meeting at Woodsworth House on 
Friday, November 17, at 5 p.m. 
All women working with men to 
build a better community, pro- 
vince and country and who feel 
that the C.C.P. is their best 
medium to 


accomplish this are 


Alberta C.C.F. Women’ s Committee 


welcome. Come pr fepared to give 
a report of your club, or your com- 
munity activity. We need the best 
brains, and greatest energy to 
promote our philosophy of life 
throughout Alberta, so come pre- 
pared-to elect a representative to 
our C.C.F. women’s committee. 
And to give dynamic leadership we 
need new officers for this integral 
part of our movement. 

Remember all C.C.F. women 
members attending our Annual 
Convention next week, be sure to 
attend the supper meeting on 
Friday, November 17, at 5 p.m. 
The place is Woodsworth House, 
10140 - 107 Street. See you 
there! 


Women’ S Groups In The C.C.F. 


- By WINIFRED M. SCOTT 


HAVE BEEN asked to report 
I briefly on the activities of the 
Edmonton C.C.F. Women’s 
Club, not because they are in any 
way spectacular, but in the hope 
that it might be of some help to 
other women’s groups. 

Our chief aim is, of course, to 
interest women in the C.C.F. and 
to help the movement in every way 
possible. 

The C.C.F., like every other or- 
ganization, needs money, so a good 
deal of cur cfforts are directed 


response from peeple all over the 
province when they were asked to 
loan their money to buy our Woods- 
worth House. More than the full 
amount was sent in, and the C.C.F. 
was actually in the amazing situa- 
tion of having to return money. 
Our women’s group was able to 
supply chairs, carpets, picture 


frames and other necessary fur- > 


nishings for kit- 
chen, etc. 
3esides helping financially, we 


are able to do a gocd deal of 


the © clubroom, 


Fécently concluded one of the best 


PACKING WORKERS’ 
GOOD AGREEMENT 


OTTAWA (CPA).—The United 
Packinghouse Workers of America 


agreements they have ever reached 
with the “big three” Canadian 
packing..cumpanies—Canada Pack- 
ers, Swift's, and Burns. The agree- 
ment is also one of the best con- 


ciuded by any major Canadian 
union this year. 


The wage ii.crease has been se- 
cured on a progressive basis—in- 
creases to take place progressively 
and automatically with the increase 
in the cost of living. It is esti- 
mated that the package will reach 
16 cents during the year and will 
jump to well over 20 cents by the 
cime the two year term is up. 

In addition “to the general wage 
increase of 7.4 per cent, the cost ot 
aving adjustment will protect the 
workers against the constant rise 
in the cost of living. While the 
automatic increases are not so sen- 
sational as a lump sum increase, 
che members will get the increase 
much sooner and the later increases 
will tend to maintain the standard 
of living arrived at by negotiations. 

Extensive Gains 


According to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics figures on 
hourly earnings, U.P.W.A. has 
made extensive gains since they 
commenced negotiations in 1945. 
t that time average earnings for 
all manufacturing were 70 cents an 
hour with meat packing two cents 
tower at 68 cents. In June, 1950, 
meatpacking had climbed to $1.10 


The Origins Of 


(Continued from page 2) 


‘tern which we know today was 


conceived by Keir. Hardie, who in 
1893 had been instrumental in 
forming the Independent Labor 
Party. 
" New Crusading Spirit 

Under Hardie’s leadership, the 
I.L.P. drew on moral and idealistic 
sources to which the S.D.F. had 
little access, and brought a new 
crusading spirit into our political 
life. The basis of its appeal was 
essentially ethical and humani- 
tarian. 

From 1893 to 1900, Hardie and 
the I.L.P. struggled continuously 
to convert the trade unions to the 
cause of independent working- 
class representation in parliament. 
Hardie saw clearly that a stable 
and powerful party could only 
grow out of the organizations 
which had already been evolved to 
fight the workers’ battles. 

While he welcomed the interest 
and support of middle-class 
idealists who personally enjoyed a 
high standard of life, He knew that 
the mass strength of the new move- 
ment could only be drawn from. 
the oppressed sections of the popu- 
lation, whose wrongs cried out for 


remedy. Those oppressed sections 


had already forged in the trade 


unions a weapon to fight the ex- 


ploitation of their labor. Keir 


Hardie made it his mission to con- 


vince them that this was only half 


the battle. He succeeded in 1900. 
with the formation’ of the Labor 
Representation Committee at the 
historic conference at the . Me- 


morial Hall in London. 


NOVEMBER 11, 1950 


PROPERTY REQUIREMENT. 
FOR CIVIC POSTS HIT 


attacking the property qualifica- 
tions for aldermanic candidates in 
the Edmonton civic elections as a 
heritage of the past, the Edmonton 
C.C.Y.M. took their stand for mun- 
icipal democracy at their meeting 
Thursday night, October 12. In 
view of the fact that the City Act 
is at the present time under review 
by the provincial government, it 
was felt that the action of the Ed- 
monton city council in trying to re- 
tain these property qualifications 
is inexcusable. 


It was also urged that all resi- 
Jents of Edmonton should pe free 


to vote on money by-laws since — 


renter as well:as landlord shares 
n the payment of municipal taxes. 


‘Put your 1950 C.C.F. mem- 
bership in the mail today if you 
haven’t already paid up for 1950. 


social implications of the French 
Revolution. 


But our rejection of much of his 
teaching has not been a source of 
weakness. We do not consider it 
at all a matter for reproach that 
yur movement has been profound- 
ly influenced by religious thought 
and ethical concepts. Our rejection 
of Marxism as a philosophy has 
not made us any less revolutionary 
than those who claim to be his 
official descendants today and who 
would impose a new tyranny on the 
rest of the world. 

Believe In Freedom 

It is our 
Socialist objectives can be realized 
within the framework of a free 


insistence that our 


towards raising funds. 

A few years ago we decided that 
the C.C.I, needed premiges,of its 
own in Edmonton. Many. thought 
the idea was quite ‘impractical, but 
we women—as women will do— 
just went ahead and established 


clerical work at election time and 
addressing envelopes for special 
appeals, ete. 
Lunches and Banquets 

“ naneenetemeers © ‘at 

Several of our members are on 
hand to provide lunches at every 
general C.C.F. meeting. At con- 


The_eclipse of the S.D.F.—the 
only specifically Marxist body 
among the Labor Party’s forebear: 
—really dates from the Memorial 
Hall conference. At’ that con- 
ference, the S.D.F. proposed that 
the new party should be based on 


society which distinguishes our 
philosophy from that of the Com- 
munists. We believe that demo- 
cratic Socialist planning can be 
fully compatible with the main- 
tenance of essential freedoms— 
freedom of speech, freedom of the 


and manufacturing to $1.08, so that 
the former has gained nine cents 
more than. manufacturing in the 
last five years. Add to this the 
7.4 increase won this year, and 
meat packing will have increased to 
$1.85, 


ei is Seen, clo eet Oa Nabe there . na i United Packinghouse Workers |# recognition of the class war. press, freedom of association in 
lunches ond various donations we Ceci fon. Wildl Suen Joes }are also among the leading nation-| ‘Dwindled Into Insignificance [free trade unions, freedom of 
: as registration, billeting, enter-| 4) unions with respect to good The proposal was rejected by| Worship and freedom before the 


got our fund into four figures, 
Building Election Funds 


taining the out-of-town women, 
etc., all of which are regularly 


law. We believe that freedom 
matters because we believe that 


the conference, and because of its 
insistence on a concept to which 


working conditions and reduced 
working hours. This large, union 


TTT = - <r a aT SEER ES F; re eins 
A pn ele ST SPRITE WAIST ses SSL i rng nna stray ree tions 


We knew, of course, that a lot 
of money would be needed, but 
wo felt we had made oa start and 
had, at least, helped to make our 
people building-conscious, Camo 


undertaken by members of the 
Women’s Club. 

While, of course, the men do the 
important jobs, we feel that we 
are valuable aiders and abettors, 


104th Ave. and 118th St. 
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The Gregory Co. 
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weather we can supply Heated Ready-Mixed 


Phone 85353 


ANY BODY...7? 


Call on us for quick, thorough, 
guaranteed work in ANY Auto 
Body Repair job. From a won't- 
work window—to a Fender-and- 
Paint repair. Our charges are as 
“Right!” as our shop-policy! 


9625-102A Ave. Ph. 25427 
Established over 30 years 
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also pioneered in the matter of 
holidays: with pay. 


Have you sent in your 1950 


‘DOUBLE-DECKER 
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the great majority of the working 


classes were unsympathetic, the 


S.D.F. dwindled into insignificance. 
Te state that fact is not to 


deprecate or belittle the contribu- 


He 


emotion in Marx’s writings. 


was, we all know—and not merely 


WE LEAD . 


after First 


11071 95 Street 


spent ert ate Wi Vases PRE cw stn wtnwmr ave bye) ee 


Edmonton’s only dry cleaner trained by Dominion Government 


- GUPERIOR 


CLEANERS AND DYERS 


people matter as people, because 
we believe that only in an atmos- 
phere of freedom ‘can men and 
women develop their talents and 
personalities to the full. 
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out as a beacon of hope, lighting 
the way to a new and _ better 
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Interesting items culled from the pazes of Alberta Labor 
.News thirty years ago 


Rev. William Irvine, who was 
one of the founders of the Non- 
partisan League, and edited The 
Non-partisan, the official. organ 


of the League, and later editor of. 


the Western Independent, the of- 
ficial paper of the organized farm- 
ers, has taken a permanent position 
in the organization of the United 
Farmers of New--Brunswick, with 
whom he has been closely asso- 
ciated as an active worker during 
two election campaigns, including 
the last provincial election, will 
leave Calgary in about a week, to 
take up his new duties. 


Mr. Irvine is being entertained 
at a farewell social given in his 
honor by the Calgary Labor Church 
in the Labor Temple on Friday 
evening. It is anticipated that he 
will speak in the People’s Forum on 
Sunday afternoon and also at the 
Labor Church in the evening. He 
was one of the founders of both of 
these organizations. 


My. Irvine came to Calgary about 
four years ago to take the pastor- 
ate of the First Unitarian Church. 
He has taken an active part in 
labor and farmers’ politics and 


journalism since his arrival in the 
province, In the 1917 general 
election he ran as a farmer-labor 
candidate in East Calgary. He will 
be missed by members of the labor 
movement in Calgary. 
% of 
“The British Labor movement 
has made many mistakes and 
through these it has suffered. We 
have tried many times to defeat 
constitutional conditions by direct 
action. But we have failed over 
there, now do you think you can 
succeed in Canada? In a strike you 
inflict great hardship’ on the. work- 
ing class themselves, especially up- 
on the women and children, when 
the pinch of food shortage is felt. 
You depreciate the moral efficiency 
of the people on strike when hun- 
ger creeps in. The strike is then 
defeated. Your program ought to 
be the \same as the British Labor 
Party. Attempt to get through the 
ballot box what you cannot get by 
direct action.”—From address by 
John IE. Davidson, M.P., fraternal 
delegate of British Trades Union 
Congress to Windsor convention of 
the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada. 
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RIME Minister Attlee has 
P declared the ‘‘Peace Con- 


gress” tc be held in Shef- | 


field, England, this month to be 
bogus. 

In a recent address to the 
Foreign Press Association in Lon- 
don, the Prime Minister referred 
to last week’s United Nations 
Week demonstrations in Britain, 
and said: 


“The desire for peace among 
our citizens is profound and 
unanimous. So obvious is this 
that we do not find it necessary . 
to-ask them to affirm it by sign- 
ing the Stockholm or any other 
petitions. Support for United 
Nations action in countering 
aggression in Korea has been 
world-wide. The only excep- 
tion has been the Cominform 
adherents. Yet these are the 
people now promoting the so- 
called ‘Peace Congress’ in Shef- 
field this month. It is a common 
device of the disturbers of peace 
to profess peaceful sentiments 
and to proclaim that they are 
in danger of being attacked. 
Hitler and Goebbels were adept — 
at this, It is not surprising to 
find that the adherents of the 
Cominform, whose activities are 
causing bloodshed and disturb- 
ance all over the world, should 
proclaim themselves,. peace- 
makers, promote peace petitions 
and call a bogus Peace Con- 
gress.” 


Would Paralyze Democracies 

After exposing the Congress 
Committee as an offshoot of the 
“World Peace Movement”, an 
instrument of the Politburo, with 
over 90% of its permanent com- 
mittée known Communists. or 
fellow-travellers, Attlee went on: 

“What are their aims? They 
are to try to paralyze the efforts 


_ of the democracies to arm them- 


selves. They seek to persuade 
the workers of the democracies 
“to refuse to manufacture arms. 


At the same time, they urge the. 


PRIME MINISTER ATTLEE 
“It is not surprising to find that 


the adherents of the Cominform, 
whose activities are causing 
bloodshed and disturbance all 
over the world, should proclaim 
themselves peacemakers, pro- 
mote peace petitions and call a 
bogus Peace Congress.” 


workers of the totalitarian states 
to increase their efforts in muni- 
tion production. One of the 
Peace Movement’s duties, stated 
in the Cominform directive of 
September 22, is ‘to encourage 
the evasion of military service 
by the youth of the U.S.A,, 
Britain, France and Yugoslavia’. 
Even the most woolly-minded 
pacifist can hardly be deceived 
into thinking this is due _ to 
conscientious objections to mili- 
tary service. 
Some Election! 


“We are told that this ‘Peace 
Congress’ is democratic. Its dele- 
gates are to be ‘elected’. It was 
announced in a Viennese ‘paper 
that the Austrian delegates would 
be elected at a meeting on October 
21. That sounds all right, but an 
application was made for visgs for 


16 named dciegates as early as 
October 5! The results of the 
‘election’ were known 16 days 
before. Some election! The obvious 
fact is that the whole thing is 
bogus. It is an appeal by the wolves 
to get the sheep to demonstrate 
against the use of shepherds and 
sheep dogs. ’ 


“You .may ask why we allow 
the Congress to be held 
Britain. The answer is that we 
have no power to prevent such a 
Congress. Ours is a free society, 
and, provided the law not 
broken, all people enjoy the 
right of free assembly and free 
specch, matter how mis- 
guided they are. This the 
measure not of our weakness 
but of our strength. Totalitarian © 
governments 


: 
in 


no 
is 


dare not allow 
heretical opinions. to be 
tilated. We have such faith in 
our way of life that we let 
everyone blow off steam. There 


must, however, be a reasonable 


ven- 


. limit to our toleration of these 


who try, by misrepresentation, 
to undermine the liberties of the 
free .countries. We shall not 
deny admission to people who, 
in good faith, may wish to attend 
the conference, but we are not 
willing to throw wide our doors 
‘to those who seek to come here 
to .subvert our institutions, 
seduce our fellow-citizens from 
their natural allegiance and their 
daily and to make 
propaganda for those who call 
us cannibals and ‘warmongers. 
“Like all householders, we must 


reserve the right to refuse admit- 
tance to those we have no desire 
to entertain. Assuredly, it is usual 
to’ refuse admittance to those 
whose intention one knows is to 
burn, the -house down. Like all 
householders, we do not’ propose to 
publish a list of those who will not 
be welcome. It will be time enough: 
to tell them when they knock at 
the door or, it may be, try to gate- 
(Continued on page 8) 
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__ this, period: 


Higher Than 


(Continued from page 1) 


in Canada (1,140 of them) 
made a profit of 37.17% on 
their total invested capital. 
The profits of the construction 
industry were higher than for 
any other industry, both in 
relation to the capital invested 
and in relation to the total 
sales. 
More Than Doubled ° 


Big Business has been fond of 
trying to justify soaring profits 
on the basis of increased sales. 
“The reason our profits, are going 
up,” they say, “is not because we 
are charging more, but because 
we are selling more.” Well, the 
construction industry will have a 
hard time getting away with that 
one in view of the figures the 
government gives. It shows-that 
the percentage of taxable profits 
to sales rose in the construction 


_ industry every year from 1944 to 


1048. In fact, the profit ratio to 
sales) more than doubled during 


P rofit to Sales 
_ (Lohstruction Industry) 
9.08% 
11.19% 
. 14.88% 
17.28% 
. 23.92% 


In other words, by 1948 the - 


‘construction industry was tak- 


ing nearly 25c¢ out of? every 


‘gales dollar for prdfit—a higher o 


ratio than any other industry in 
Canada. . By comparison, the 
retail trade was making 5.54% 
on sales and the wholesale trade 
4.33%. 
And what about the charge that 
SonslrueHon ‘workers are making 


PEOPLE’S WEEKLY 


too much money? In terms of 


actual purchasing power these 
workers are making less today 


than they did after the war. For 
example, the average weekly 
wages of building construction 
workers rose from $33.08 in April, 
1946, to $45.44 in July, 1950. 


Less Purchasing Power 


But when one makes allewance 
for the increase in the cost of 
living during this period the $45.44 
zarned in July, 1950, would buy 
ynly as much as $32.77 bought in 
April, 1946. So that in terms of 
ourchasing power the average 
wages of the building construction 
worker dropped from $33.08 to 
332.77—a decrease of 31c a week 
yetween April, 1946, and July, 
1950. In a similar way, the aver- 
ige weekly wages, of the highway 
zonstruction worker (which rose 
from $25.49 to $34.89 in money 
terms) decreased in purchasing 
oower from $25.49 in April, 1946, 
to $25.16 in July, 1950—a drop of 
3c per week, 


In 1948 the gross sales of 1,140 
construction companies were $155,- 
999,000. On these sales their profit 
was $37,105,000—almost 25%. 
Their profits were gouged out of 
all the people of Canada who had 
to pay more for, constructidn, 
directly or indirectly—through in- 
creased prices -for houses, in- 
zreased rents, increased taxes to 


pay for road construction, ete. But. 


they salved their conscience a bit. 
They donated $343,000—less than 
1% of their profits—to charity. 
In othe words, out of every dol- 
lar of profits they took away, they 
tossed a pefiny back—(uand deduct- 
ad it from their income tax). Big 
hearted, these” construction com- 
panies! = 


Remember . .. you saw. it in the 
Pooplo'’s Weekly’. . . 
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Higher Incomes 


(Continued from page 1) 
come was taken by household 
operations and_ utilities, which 
came to $1,092,009,000 last year, 
a considerable advance over the 
1948 figure of $1,0°4,000,000. 

For education, dir. ct expendi- 
ture by individuals vent down 
from $65,000,000 ir 1948 to 
$64,000,000 last year. Money 
spent on recreation cropped 
from $139,000,000 to $136,- 
000,000. 

The higher cost of living forced 
Canadians to save less, thousands, 


of course, could save nothing«at 


all. But toral personal savings .of 
others were down to $742,000,000 
in 1949 from $869,000,000 the 
previous yeay, a sharp drop from 
the Canadian savings of 1944 when 
the sty was $1 683,000,000. 


Personal Stuff 


(Continued from page 1) 
it is at all possible for 
I’m _ not 


tion if 
him or her to attend. 
fooling! Z ° 
me hehe 

In this issue of the P.W. there’s 
an articté’‘“py 2¥lorzan’’ Phillips, 
Secretary of the British Labor 
Party, commenting on_ certain 
interpretations of a speech he made 
in Copenhagen about ‘six months 
ago. From what Phillips said, some 
headline writer coined the phrase, 
“Methodism, Not Marxism’:, ° Well, 
the Labor Party Secretary was 
talking about the British Socialist 
movement. He wasecalling atten- 
tion to the fact that the movement 
in Britain actually owed very little 
in its philosophy, , and -practically 
nothing at all in, its drganization, 
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to Marx or Marxism. British 
Socialism, possibly not in_ it 
present form but as Socialism 
nevertheless, existed and was 2@ 
vital force in the development of 
the British political pattern, long 
before Marx was heard of, and 
certainly long before the publica- 
tion of the Communist Manifesto. 
And the one British organization 
which did embrace Marxism, the 
Social Democratic Federation, did 
not catch on in Britain and died 
in the throes of its own dialectical 
bickerings. It is also historically 
true, as Phillips points out in his 
article, that organizationally and 
spiritually the British Socialist 
‘Movement did receive much of its 
early impetus from the non-con- 
formist zeal of early Method‘sm 


The zealous Marxists among _ us, | 


many of whom I suspect have 
never read more than a few quota- 
tions from Marx, may not like 
the facts about British Socialism, 
but there they are. 
te” af he 

It is an unintelligent approach 
to Socialism, or to anything else,. 
which accepts a certain dogma as 
‘the ,final truth. If Socialism is 
something the ultimate form of 
which can be dated, it would be 
quite unworthy of acceptance as 
the philosophy of intelligent 
people. And by the same _ token, 
the acceptance of every jot and 
tittle of the thesis of any writer 
on any subject as the final word 
on that subject, is a form of in- 
fantilism that is condemned by the 
“scientific” Socialists when con- 
sidering anything but their con- 
ception of Socialism. Human 
society is a developing structure. 
It is a product of all the thoughts 
and influences of all who have 
eenqugh interest in it to wish to 
shape its course. A man named 
Mergenthaler once invented a 
crude mechanical ‘typesetting ma- 
chine which he called the Linotype. 
If he could come back to this vale 
of -tears and walk into a modern 
printing plant, and look, at .a 
modern Linotype, he’d probably 
ask, “What’s that thing?” The 
brains and skill of thousands of 
men as clever as Mergenthaler 
have gone intd the development cf 
the Linotype. Any political or 
economic philosophy which cannot 
be subject to that kind of evolu- 
tion is an intellectual straitjacket 
into which no realistic thinker 
wants to get himself fastened. 

& ff 

By the way, they tell me at the 
C.C.F. office that they have an- 
other shipment of ‘Fifty Years’ 
March”, Francis Williams’ en- 
thralling history of the British 
Labor Party. ‘I’ve said here before 
that ‘it is by all odds the finest 
thing of its kind that 1 have ever 
read. One of the best recommenda- 
tions I can give for it came from a 
friend who had the book for some 
little time without getting a chance 
to start reading it. He got at it one 
night and read nearly all night 
It is that kind of a book. The 
‘price for such a volume is remark- 
ably low—$2.20 postpaid. Orders 
should go to the C.C.F. office, 
10140 - 107 Street. 


Hired Man’s 

(Continued from page 1) 
picture of Canadian farm life as 
it is today, stating that the stand- 
ard of rural living, although higher 
than it was formerly, lags behind 
the urban communities in regard 
to modern home conveniences and 
in education, “High schools in the 
country are not as good as those 
in the cities,’’ he said, “and one 
of our problems is toe narrow that 
gap.” 


Put your 1950 .C.C,F. mem- 
bership in tho mail today if you 
havon’t already paid up for 1950. 


NOVEMBER I1I, 1950 


Peacemongers’ 


(Continued from Page 7) 
crash. As far as our own Com- 
munists are concerned, they enjoy 
the same freedom as the rest, of us. 
We do not believe in giving them 
the pleasure and prestige of 
martyrdom. How much liberty 
should be given by society to those 
who seek to destroy the freedoms 
from which they benefit is a 
matter to be decided by each coun- 


try in accordance with its circum- | 


stances. We allow this freedom. 
We feel that we are strong enough 
to take the risk.’’ 

Transparent Manoeuvres 


Speaking of the Stockholm 
Appeal, the Prime Minister said: 

“I de not think the people of 
this country and of the other 
democracies will be deceived by 
these transparent manoeuvres. The 


‘history of the last five years shows 


conclusively who are the real dis- 
turbers and real peace preservers. 
Of all such proposals for disarma- 
ment I would say: You cannot hu- 
manize war; you cannot draw up a 
set of ‘Queensberry Rules’ which 
will rid it of its horrors. 

‘ The Only Answer 

“The only answer is to root out 
war itself, the causes which make 
for war. 

“So long as fear, suspicion and 
jealousy persist, agreements to 
reduce armaments or abstain from 
the use of. certain methods will 
achieve nothing. What we must 
have is the desire for peace and 
the will to agree. Given those, then 


persons through whom agreement 
is to be reached would raise no 
difficulty. We must never abandon 
hope of such ultimate agreement, 
and I know that the United 
Nations are constantly working to 
achieve it. But we must not let: 
our hopes deceive us so that we 
neglect the strength on which the 
only real prospect of agreement 
depends.” ° 


Railway Profits 
{Continued from Page 1) 
six-month period ending June 30, 
1950, amounted to $16,494,000, a 
fifteen-and-a-half million dollar in- 


wane oot 


‘questions of place, method and. 


crease over the figure for the same _ 


period a year ago. And on Septem- 
ber 30, 1950, the Financial Post 
reports a C.N.R. net revenue of 
$26,075,000 for the seven-month 


period ending August 31—an in-, 


crease of $23,680,000 over the net 
revenue for the same period last 
year. . 

These figures tell a different 
story from the one the companies 
tell in arguing their inability to pay 
the unions’ wage demai.ds. The 
companies’ maximum offer was 
four cents an hour increase across 
the board, three cents below the 


unions’ demand, and the govern-: 


ment has. set compulsory arbitra- 
tion in motion on the basis of the 
companies’ offer which, while it 
will be treated as a minimum, can 
quite possibly be considered a max- 
imum. : . 
Living Costs Up 

When railway unions went on 


-|strike for higher pay last August, 


the cost of living’ index stood at 
168.5. The index jumped to 169.8 
in September, and may be even 
higher now. The inflationary prices 
will take a sizeable chunk out’ of 
any increase that the unions are 
likely to get. This, of course, has 
to be considered on top of the fact 
that the railway unions that wero 
involved in the strike have been 
waiting since June 1948 for tho 
adjustments that are now under 
arbitration. The companies had 
managed to delay a new contract 
until the strike became Inevitable 
last summer. And all that time, net 
revenue figures of both railway 
companies have been climbing. 


